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Rabbinic Court Jurisdiction (Marriage
and Divorce) Law of 1953

§1. Matters of marriage and divorce of
Jews in Israel, being nationals or residents
of the State, shall be under the exclusive
jurisdiction of rabbinical courts.

§2. Marriage and divorce in the State of
Israel shall be arranged in accordance with
Din Torah.

Converts

Exodus 23:9

(9) And a stranger shalt thou not oppress;
for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Deuteronomy 10:19

(19) Love ye therefore the stranger; for ye
were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Bekhorot 30b

..And a proselyte, who accepted the
teachings of the Torah, though he is
suspected of ignoring only one religious
law, is suspected of disregarding the whole
Torah, and he is considered as a non-
observant Israelite. The difference would
be that if he betrothes a woman, [even after
his relapse], his betrothal is valid, [the
woman thus requiring a divorce.].
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T. Bavli Bekhorot 30b

If a heathen is prepared to accept the Torah except
one religious law, we must not receive him [as an
Israelite]. R. Jose son of R. Judah says: Even [if the
exception be] one point of the special minutiae of the
Scribes’ enactments,

Baba Metzia 59b

Our rabbis taught: Someone who wrongs a
convert [verbally] transgresses three
prohibitions and someone who oppresses
him transgresses two. What is different
about someone who wrongs a convert
which three prohibitions are written... "and
you shall not wrong a convert;" "and if a
convert lives with you in your land, you
shall not wrong him;" "and a man shall not
wrong his fellow," and a convert is
included under "his fellow"? Also
regarding someone who oppresses [a
convert], three are written "nor shall you
oppress him," "and you shall not oppress a
convert;" and: "you shall not be to him as a
creditor," and a convert is included rather,
both this and that with three prohibitions. It
was taught in a Baraisa: Rabbi Eliezer the
Great says: For what reason does the Torah
warn in thirty-six places, and some say in
forty-six places, about a convert? Because
his inclination is bad. What is that which is
written: "And you shall not wrong a
convert, nor shall you oppress him; for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt."

Yevamot 47a

..Our Rabbis taught: If, at the present
time, a man desires to become a
proselyte, he is to be addressed as
follows: "what reason have you for
coming to be a proselyte; do you not
know that Israel at the present time are
persecuted and oppressed, despised,
harassed, and overcome by afflictions
2" If he replies: "I know, and I am
unworthy [but nevertheless desire to
convert], he is accepted forthwith. He is
informed about some of the minor

and some of the major commandments.
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And He is informed of the sin [of the
neglect of the commandments] of
Gleanings, of the Forgotten Sheaf, of
the Corner, and of the Poor Man's Tithe.
He is also told of the punishment for the
transgression of the commandments.
And, he is informed thus: "Be it known
to you, that before you came to this
situation, if you ate [forbidden] suet
you were not

punishable by Karet [extinction by
Heaven]; if you profaned the Sabbath,
you were not punishable by stoning;
but now [after conversion], if you
should eat suet, you will be punished
by Karet, and if you profane the
Sabbath, you will be punished by
stoning." Just as they inform him of the
punishments for [transgressing] the
commandments, they inform him of the
reward for observance]... If he agrees
[or: accepts,] they circumcise him
immediately...When he heals, they
immerse him immediately. And two
scholars stand there, and inform him
about some of the minor and some of
the major commandments. when he
emerges from the immersion, he is like
an Israelite in all respects.

Mishneh Torah, Human Dispositions 6:4

(4) The loving of a convert who came
and entered under the wings of the
Shekhina [comprises of] two positive
commandments- one because he is in
the general group of fellows [and we
must love our fellow as ourselves], and
one because he is a convert and the
Torah said, "And you shall love the
convert-" [Scripture] commanded
regarding the love of the convert like
[Scripture] commanded regarding the
loving of oneself, as it said, "And you
shall love Hashem your G-d;" the Holy
One, Blessed be He, loves converts, as
it is said, "And loving to the convert."
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Mishneh Torah, Forbidden Intercourse
13:17

A proselyte who was not examined [as to
his motives] or who was not informed of
the mitzvot and their punishments, and he
was circumcised and immersed in the
presence of three laymen, is a convert...
Even if he recanted and worshiped stars
and 1idols, he is considered as if he is
considered as an Israelite apostate, and his
marriages are recognized and an article lost
must be returned to him. Since he
immersed, he is a Israelite.

Rabbi Yitzhak Schmelkes of Lvov, 1876.
(Responsa Bet Yitzhak, Part 2, No. 100,
par. 9)

[Regarding a non-Jewish woman who converted in
order to marry a non-observant Jew:] “a person who
converts and accepts the yoke of the mitzvot but does
not intend in his heart to observe them — God desires
the heart, and he is not a convert.”

Letter from R. Shah, R. Ohrbach and R.
Elyashiv, 1984. Published in 2008.
Decision of R. Avraham Sherman
invalidating all conversions of R.

Druckman.

Since, to our great dismay, the number of converts
has multiplied recently and it appears that a large
percentage of them never considered taking upon
themselves to observe the Torah and its
commandment at the time of conversion, we hereby
issue this warning that it is a very serious infraction to
accept these converts without first establishing that it
is their true desire to take on the burden of Torah and
mitzvot. It is simple and clear that conversion without
the Torah and the commandments is simply not a
conversion, even after the fact.
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Mishpatai Uziel, Yoreh Deah, Volume
1, Siman 58, page 199.

From all the above we learn without
any doubts: A convert who accepts the
commandments and their punishment--
even if it is known that he will not
fulfill them-- he is accepted after he has
been informed of the easy and hard
commandments, their punishment and
their reward.

Rabbi Prof. David Golinkin. A_
RESPONSUM REGARDING THE
ANNULMENT OF CONVERSIONS (1)
Volume 2, Issue No. 9, June 2008

Rabbi Marc Angel, Rabbi of the Spanish-Portuguese
synagogue in New York City, wrote in 1983 (pp. 37-
38):

... Where it can be determined that the non-Jew is
seriously dedicated to sharing our destiny, carrying
our burdens, participating in our communal life, there
is good basis for conversion.

Thus we see that the entire “house of cards” built by

Rabbi Sherman and his fellow dayyanim rests on just
one card: that all poskim agree that all converts must
accept all mitzvot...

Indeed, this is the position of most Ashkenazic Haredi
rabbis since the year 1876. But it is not normative
Jewish law . Normative Jewish law for 1800 years has
followed Yevamot that a convert accepts the halakhic
system and its rewards and punishments, not all of the
mitzvot which he has yet to learn...

Finally, I hope and pray that the State of Israel will
make every effort to welcome converts for “a convert
is more beloved by God than the multitudes who
stood at Mount Sinai” (Midrash Tanhuma, Lekh
Lekha 6) and “a convert who comes to convert, one
reaches out a hand in order to bring him under the
wings of Heaven” (Vayikra Rabbah 2:9, ed.
Margaliot, p. 49). (10).
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The Neeman Report on the Conversion
Law.
January 22, 1998, [Proposed] Law

3. The Sole Method of Conversion in Accordance
with Halacha

The order of the day is that we strive to achieve unity,
cooperation, and mutual respect. It is accepted and
agreed that there should be a unified governmental
conversion procedure — according to the law of Torah
- that will be recognized by all of Israel. In this way it
will be possible to ensure the unity of the Jewish
people.

Rules of Procedure in Matters of

Conversion, 2006

15. (1) In exceptional cases, where the Court believes
there is room to consider repealing the conversion of
a convert, the Court may summon the convert to
appear before the Court... (4) Should the Court decide
to repeal the conversion, it shall substantiate its
decision and send the decision, along with its
reasoning, to the convert, the Chief Rabbi, Head of
the Conversion Committee, and the Ministry of
Interior. See: The Interrogation of Convert X in Israeli
Rabbinic Courts.

Regulations Regarding Inquiries as to

the Jewishness of Persons, 2010

6. (a) The Director of Inquiries as to the Jewishness of
a Person, or his representative, as well as the Marriage
Registrar or his representative, may appear, argue, as
well as initiate proceedings on any matter relating to a
determination regarding a person's Jewishness.

15. (a) A Rabbinic Court will not issue a Jewish Bill of
Divorce to a couple who did not marry in Israel
through a Marriage Registrar until the Court clarifies
the Jewishness of each of the partners whose parents
did not marry in Israel through a Marriage Registrar.

Regulations and Directives regarding
Registration for Marriage, 2013

33 (7) Do not marry any immigrant who came to
Israel since 1990 without validation of his or her
Jewishness...

case study 1, conversion,
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February 2007. Ashdod RabCt,
Judgement:

We hereby order that the Administration
Office of the Rabbinic Court register the
petitioner [name of woman| and her
children in the [black] list of persons are
detained from marrying, with absolute
certainty... This Rabbinic Court has not
checked the "kashrut" of the husband, and
therefore he too should be put on the list
until his authenticity [as a Jew] and status
is investigated....

Finding: the woman told this court that
"she did not observe the Sabbath and did
not observe the laws of family purity."
Since the wife has the status of non-Jew,
the bill of divorce that was inscribed and
delivered was unnecessary ...it can be
understood from all this that the parties had
no need for a get since they were not
married in accordance with the halakha and
the wife is as if she is a non-Jew and the
get is superfluous.

April 2007. High RabCt in Jerusalem,
Appeal:

This Honorable High Rabbinic Court is
hereby requested to hold that the
conversion of the [ Woman] remains in
good standing and that there is no question
as to the Jewishness of the
petitioners...Here are the grounds for the
appeal:...

17.1 The Woman converted in accordance
with the rules and laws [of halakha] by a
Rabbinic Court that has the imprimatur of
the Rabbinate of the State of Israel. The
Wife has a certificate of conversion that is
signed by three rabbinic judges, headed by
Rabbi Hayim Druckman.

17.2. The Woman obeys the
commandments as best as she can: she
lights Sabbath candles and celebrates
Jewish holidays. She fasts on Yom Kippur
and is careful not to eat hametz on
Passover. She sits in a Succah on the
holiday of Succot.

18. One cannot repeal a conversion. It is a
clear halakha that a convert who has
relapsed is still a kosher Jew for all
purposes.
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July 2007. High RabCt. Protocol

of hearing.

Appellant: "I was born in ... My parents
were not religious and not secular, They
went to church only on holidays ... I met
[my future husband] in the Far East ... He
wanted me to convert. We wanted a Jewish
family .... [My husband to be] went to
synagogue and observed all the holidays ...
When we were with his father we would go
as well....When I completed the prepatory
course for conversion I had changed alotl
... | wanted to convert and become a Jew
.... 1 felt that I was associated only with the
Jewish (people) .... Since I learned the
rules of meat and milk, I cannot combine
the two... I always think about whether
food is kosher... Before the conversion we
lived in separate rooms at all times ... "

RabCt:: "Before the conversion did you ask
yourself why as a Jew you must be
observant and keep the commandments,
while secular Jews do not keep the
commandments?"

Appellant: "If I did not want to be a Jew I
had the choice [not to convert], but |
wanted to convert ... When you start the
process of conversion one slowly comes
closer [to religious life] ... I never believed
in Jesus, or tried to fulfill what he
preached. I was always searching... Before
the conversion, I engaged in sexual
relations. I was taught the laws of family
purity... When we began the conversion
process, we adhered to all [the rules] that
were demanded of us. We did not live
together. We lived with his parents. During
the conversion process, we did not [have
sexual relations] and live together as man
and woman ... From the time of the
conversion until the wedding was six
months. Regarding the mikveh - I had
trouble with it at the final stage. They gave
me a dress that was transparent, there were
three rabbis ... After that day, I felt I could
not [use the mikveh]. Before the wedding I
did it once. The procedure was that I stood
there before the rabbis in a transparent
dress and I had to submerge and to up and
down several times. The garment clung to
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my body and I felt ashamed. It was very
hard for me ... I feel like I'm living like a
Jew even though I don't [keep] everything.
My son goes to a religious kindergarden. I
keep kosher all the time... After the
wedding, I did not go to the mikveh ... We
traveled on the Sabbath but we kept a lot of
commandments. I light candles before
Shabbat .. My husband went to synagogue
... We sent the children to religious
kindergartens."

http://www.sefaria.org/sheets/38807 917
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November 2008. High RabCt.
Judgment:

... In light of all that has been said.. these
things have significantly strengthened the
opinion of the Honorable Rabbi Atia that
Rabbi Druckman and his court acted
frivolously, irresponsibly, and with
disregard for obvious halakhot that have
been established by all decisors with regard
to the central place that obeying the
commandments has for all conversions...
the forgery and defrauding of hundreds of
documents of conversion issued by Rabbis
Druckman and Avior and their court is a
serious and terrible discovery that supports
the finding that in their conduct as rabbinic
court judges for conversion they ignored all
halachic principles that the Torah requires
from rabbinic judges .... The appellant is
one of dozens and hundreds of conversions
that these rabbis oversaw during the past
two decades and which have appeared
before our courts as well as other rabbinic
courts, and have revealed serious flaws in
the conversion procedures that would
invalidate the validity of the conversion ...

... When persons appear before the
marriage registrars and present certificates
of conversion and accompanying halakhic
judgements, and their outward appearance
does not begin to be appropriate for an
observant Jew, or if they come from a place
or community that is detached from the
observance of the Torah and of its
commandments, the [registrars] must
examine them carefully and be very precise
with regard to the halakhic judgement and
the conversion certificates ...

In light of the foregoing and as the matter
has unfolded before us, we do hereby cast
doubt on the Jewishness of the appellant
and her capacity to marry, as well as that of
her three children ... And therefore, they
must be placed in the [black]list of those
whose marriage must be detained..
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June 2008. Israeli Supreme Court sitting
as the High Court of Justice. Petition:
This petition raises three fundamental
issues in the matter of the [rabbinic
courts']: overstepping the boundaries of
their jurisdiction; violating the rules of
natural justice, and the unlawfully,
pointlessly, and disproportionately
infringing on the essential principles of law
and the basic value of any democratic
country ...

March 2010. Hearing in Tel Aviv RabCt.
Affidavit describing hearing, later filed
with Supreme Court:

Shortly after leaving the rabbinic court, the
rabbinic pleader told me that the rabbinic
judges were looking for me and had asked
her to phone me and to bring me back for a
continuation of the examination. According
to the rabbinic court pleader, the rabbinic
judges wanted to clarify: "At what stage of
the immersion for conversion (17 years
ago) had the robe clung to 's body and
she felt that it was immodest?" This,
according to the rabbinic court pleader, was
despite the fact that they didn't believe that
something immodest had occurred. The
rabbinic court pleader explained to me that
since | had told the rabbinic court that the
immersion had been very difficult for me
and that I had felt immodest at this stage,
and, as a result, I didn't carefully observed
the laws of family purity, the rabbis were
now trying to clarify if this was a defect in
my "acceptance of the commandments" at
the time of the conversion. They therefor
had to clarify precisely at which stage of
the acceptance of the commandments the
robe had clung to me.
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August 2010. Tel Aviv Rabbinic Court,
Judgment:

This case came to us after the High
Rabbinic Court decided that it should be
heard before the tribunal of Rabbi C ... As
such, in this matter, after hearing the
petitioner... and examining what was
written in her signed affidavit ... it seems
to us that we should reach a different
conclusion, in particular because it is a
matter that is being examined
retropectively, and according to many
authorities this conversion should hold. In
particular since the conversion occurred
prior to the complaints that we have lodged
with regard to this particular rabbinic court,
Even if there were room for
disqualification of that court, it could only
be from here on in and not retroactively. In
light of this, we have decided not to cancel
the conversion that the petitioner underwent
and she must be treated as a convert for all
purposes.
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April 2012. Supreme Court, sitting as
High Court of Justice. Ruling:

Since the matter relating to the individual
petitioners before us has been resolved ...
the question arises whether we indeed need
to discuss and decide the issue of whether
the rabbinic courts have jurisdiction to
question the conversions conducted by the
special conversion courts ... This is a
complex questions, and this court does not
want to interfere with matters of halakha...
After much thought, and in light of the
decision of of the Tel Aviv Rabbinic Court
affirming the conversion of the petitioners
and in the hope that the seeds of systemic
change that have sprouted since the filing
of the petition shall continue to flourish and
give fruit, we have decided at this time to
adopt the position of the Attorney General
and to refrain from ruling on the question
of jurisdiction.. . One of the
considerations... in support of the decision
to abstain from deciding the question of
jurisdiction, though not a determinative
one, is related to the fact that we have here
a complex issue, as well as circumstances
under which there is no operative
requirement to render a judgement...

case study2, conversion
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April 3, 2001. Special Conversion Court.
Protocol of hearing and decision:

This file was brought by Rav  , as a
result of information that he received from

Rabbanit about the aforementioned
woman [name of woman].
We spoke with her [Rabbanit ] on the

telephone—here is the summary of her
words:

1. The aforementioned left her husband
about a month ago—about a half a year
after the conversion—as a result of
arguments between them. There is a court
sitting in the Beit Din in Tel Aviv.

2. Currently, to the best of her [Rabbanit
] knowledge, she [name of Woman]
leads a completely wanton life—(she spoke
about the pictures that were taken and
recorded by her husband—and erotic
conversations that were observed).

3. She took part in a Christmas celebrations
—at which she dressed up as Santa Claus
and acted like a complete Christian.

4. Presently, she lives with a friend in
Holon who also leads a completely secular
lifestyle; there she was photographed in an
immodest way with men, her husband sent
these pictures.

5. A cross of hers was found in a drawer in
the house and a picture of Jesus that her
husband found—he sent it all to Rav .
Rabbanit herself saw the pictures—
the husband showed them to her.
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May 2001. Special Conversion Court.
Protocol of hearing and examination:
Rav _ : Did she iron on Shabbat? Cook on
Shabbat? [...] She threw out a comment:
“Yes—I ironed on Shabbat!!”

The court asked if she observed family
purity laws? [name of Husband:] There was
nothing like this, he did not even know one
time that she had her menstrual cycle. We
[the court] asked if she went to the mikveh
—she responded “No!” He should have
known from this. According to him, she
kept the IUD in even after the conversion...

Before Passover, she cleaned the entire
house after she converted a number of
years ago.

In relation to her participation in the party
with non-Jews and her costume as Santa
Claus—during the period in which her
mother was in Israel, New Years took
place. On New Years Day she worked in
dialysis—and a number of days afterwards
she wanted to cheer up her mother who was
not so healthy. The party was amongst a
group of Jews who celebrate New Years.
[name of Woman:] I was not at Church. I
did not light candles, I did not stay a long
time. It was at noon.

[The court:] In terms of traveling on
Shabbat? She would travel with the ride
from the hospital. Have you gone to
synagogue since the conversion?

[name of Woman:] No.

[The court:] Did you celebrate the
[Passover] eve seder?

Matzot-they ate. There was an egg, a shank
bone. On the night of the seder we drink
four cups [of wine].
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June 2002. Special Conversion Court.
Ruling:.
This Rabbinic Court has carefully
examined the facts and evidence that was
brought before it, and , in particular the
halakhic weight given to the admissions
that she made and their implications
regarding the annulment of the
conversion." After we examined all sides of
the matter, we hereby rule by a majority
that the conversion of a Mrs. is void
by safeq and we determine that her status is
a safeq (questionable) convert. The
halakhic significance of this statement is
that Ms. is forbidden to marry a
Jew unless he undergoes another
conversion. Similarly, the marriage
registrar should be informed that Ms.

is also prohibited from marrying a
non-Jew "..

January 2004. High RabCt. Protocol of
hearing and examination.

The court: When they traveled to Romania,
they were mitzvah-observant, he searched
for a kosher place [to eat]. The day after
they married, they traveled to Romania.

The court: Did you tell the Conversion
court that you are planning to travel to
Romania?

Attorney for the appellant: No, the court
knew that they still did not have money for
a plata [electric hot plate to warm food up]
for Shabbat and they [name of Husband and
Wife] told them [the court] they would
have it afterwards.

The court: Did you the court know that they
would cook on Shabbat? Or that she would
watch television [on Shabbat]?

Attorney of the appellant: At the time of the
exam [for conversion] there were questions
about Shabbat and I [name of Woman]
specifically chose a department [in the
hospital so that I would] not work on
Shabbat.
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J. Hendel, December 2014 High Court
5444-13

We do not think that is appropriate to determine,
within the framework of the current debate, a list of
concrete grounds which, if met, whould authorize the
Special Conversion Court to cancel the conversion.
Suffice it to say that in this case the Special Court
found - factually - that the petitioner changed
herlifestyle drastically very soon after she converted,
so that in fact "nothing remained from the ritual
observance that [the petitioner] took upon herself."
Hence the Special Conversion Court concluded that
the petitioner had, to begin with, presented a false
statement to the Court as part of the conversion
process, and in fact had not intention to take upon
herself to obey the mitzvot.

International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights
Article 18:1

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion. This right shall include
freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his
choice.

Article 18.2

No one shall be subject to coercion which would
impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or
belief of his choice
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